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full confidence to maintain through him the contacts which
he considered indispensable, from his post in the Canary
Islands.
During those same days, and only a short time before
Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera was imprisoned, he talked
with him in the house of an intimate and devoted friend of
the general. Primo de Rivera explained to him the position
of the "Falange Espanola," giving him information concern-
ing the strength which it had at its command in Madrid
and in the provinces for a given moment. The general ad-
vised him to keep in touch with Lieutenant-Colonel Yagiie,
whom Primo de Rivera knew by virtue of having had an
interview with him on a previous occasion in that same
house. General Franco held other discussions with person-
ages of pronounced influence in certain political circles.
From the Canary Islands General Franco witnessed the
drama unfolding itself in Spain. Every day the chaos was
more profound, and the havoc greater. When the elections
were repeated in Cuenca, the conservative parties again
offered him a place on their lists, but Franco declined it
publicly. Political passions were fanned to a white heat, and
he believed that nothing noble or effective could be expected
from the existing parliament. Nor did he believe in the
genuineness of the voting.
"When the funds of the workers' organizations," he said,
"are devoted to political bribery, the purchase of arms and
munitions, and the hiring of gunmen and assassins, democ-
racy, as represented by universal suffrage, has ceased to
exist."
What worried him particularly was the reduction of the
number of officers of the army and the civil guard which the
Minister of War was carrying out; a decimation which was
reducing the possibility of resistance because the majority of
those being expelled or demoted were the men most favour-